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Commissioner for Patents 
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Declaration Under 37 C.F.R. §1.131 

Dear Sir: 

The undersigned, the inventors of the claimed invention of the subject patent 
application, declare and say as follows: 



(1) We are the inventors of the claims of the above-identified patent 
application. This Declaration is submitted to establish conception of the invention 
described and claimed in the above-captioned application in the United States at a date 
prior to February 28, 2001, which is the effective date of Spear et al (U.S. Patent 



PAGE 4110 * RCVD AT 6/3/2004 10:33:06 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2I6 696 8731 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-18 



06/03/2004 09:29 FAX 216 696 &731 



AMIN, & TUROCY LLP, 



Q&005/010 



09/838,970 LINCP105US 



6,486,439 Bl) and to establish diligence from at least just prior to February 28, 2001 until 
constructive reduction to practice, April 20, 2001 . 

(2) To establish reduction to practice of the invention claimed in the above- 
identified application prior to February 28, 2001, copies of the relevant portions of an 
Invention Disclosure describing the invention are enclosed with this Declaration as 
Exhibit A. Conception and the written description of the invention contained in the 
Exhibit A were completed prior to February 28, 2001 in this country. Certain 
information, such as the actual dates and proprietary information, contained on the 
documents has been removed from the copies. 

(3) Exhibit A, an Invention Disclosure, describes with words and drawings the 
invention captured by the claims. In particular, the Invention Disclosure indicates a 
system for managing welding cousumable(s), comprising: a welder having a 
consumables monitor and a remote system adapted to facilitate management of welding 
consumable(s) for the welder based at least in part upon information received from the 
consumable(s) monitor. The drawing in Exhibit A shows the resultant system structure. 

(4) In view of Exhibit A, it can be seen that the invention claimed in the 
present application was indeed conceived prior to February 28, 2001. 

(5) Before April 20, 2001 and after the date of the Invention Disclosure 
(before February 28, 200 1), discussions concerning the Invention Disclosure with the 
drafting attorney took place, as needed, for the purpose of ensuring the drafting attorney 
fully understood the contents of the Invention Disclosure. 

(6) On or about March 1 0, 200 1 s I received a draft version of a patent 
application for the instant invention from the drafting attorney. 

(7) On or about April 4, 200 1 , a finalized version of the patent application 
with formals papers was received. 
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(8) Executed formal papers and the finalized patent application were returned 
to the drafting attorney on April 17, 2001. 



We hereby declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are tine 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the 
United States Code, and diat such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of 
the application or any patent issued therein. 
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Respectfully submitted, 





